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Our Symbol: Hirosaki Castle
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Mr. Taninaka is a famous volunteer guide in Hirosaki Park. He is going to explain
Hirosaki Castle to foreign tourists.

Tsugaru Tamenobu, the first lord of Tsugaru domain, started to build Hirosaki
Castle in 1603. After Tamenobu passed away in 1604, Nobuhira, the second lord,
completed it in 1611. The castle tower was a splendid five-story tower, but it was hit by
lightning and burnt down in 1627. The successive lords tried to rebuild, but five-story
towers was prohibited with the law of one castle per province then. Finally, the three-
story castle tower was completed in 1810 by Yasuchika, the ninth lord, as the new turret.

Do you know how many original castle towers remain in Japan? Only twelve.
Hirosaki Castle is one of the twelve existing castle towers built from the Azuchi-
Momoyama through the Edo Period. Do you understand how important this castle tower
1s? Hirosaki Castle is the symbol of people in Hirosaki.[]
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(D When was the first castle tower built?

@ Why was the first castle tower broken?

@ The second castle tower was built as a turret. Why?
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